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PALH oIL DEsTR.oYs THE woR.LD's RAInFoR,EsTs l

News recently or" pnoposed $61 million Bio Diesel refinery on Maui rippled thnr the

Islands. Bl'e 
""rtt, 

giofuels is seeking $59 million from the Hawaii state legislaturE by

way of special purpose rwenuo u""A* t" build the pnoject. Blue earth plans to produce

bio diesel fronimpo,rtoa pah oil and witl impoat ut F t 40 million gallons pcr year'

rmportiru oil? How docs this creare a sustainable local rene\Ysble enerSt economf I

thought."" o,=r* trying to get away firom this paradigm?

I did some research into palm Oil and was awtrstruck by the devastation Palm Oil

plantatioffr arp cagsirry to tlre wo,rlds great tnopical rain forcsts. Palm oil production is

lfri"itU deforcstation una cultural Oesruction in Afrioa, the Amazon, Ceirtral nmericq

Indone.siq New Cruinea, Malapia, Borneo, SE Asiq and Islands in other Asia Pacific

regions. 6b miilion Ecres is planned for Palm Oil plnntations in Malaysia and Indo'nesia

alone bec$$e Palm oil is in such demand.

The rnain cutprit of dcforeststion is China's burgoning economy consuming huge mcB

of ro,pical forest. In fact Palm Oil plantations uing sla,*t, burn, wetlEnd draining

methods are the third largest CD}produccr in the world contribrrtin9t"A of all global

COZ enrissions. In April 2006, China 25.2 million cubic ftct of lndoncsian

old growth hardwoods to buitd sports fscilities for the 2008 Olympic sumrref, games at

cssfof one billion dollars. Hrrge srryaths of nopicat forest have been illegally logged by

the lndonesian military and sold to China" After the land is loggcd it is convertrd to Palm

Oil plantations. Palm oil is used for cookfurg and consumer producns brY companies like

Proctor end Garrrble. In fsct Pam oil is no\r, found in one out of three food products, with

the pricc of pcholerrur rising it's now become on altcrnative firel Patm oil,/biodissel.

The Borneo rain forest is corsidered the lungs of SE Asia and since 1996 %of t&w

Bomco foreyt has disappEarcd for Palm Oil plantdions. This ecosystom is homc to 7,000
species with a Bio{.iversity unlike anything sn earth. It is home to elephants, miniatrue
rhinoceroq the sun bear, orangutans, tee dwclling gibbons, deer, incredible bird life,
nearly extinct wild forest leopards, cats and botanicel specimens both discovered and
undiscoverpd with untold medicinal value.

At one ficld station inBornco's Kayan McntarangNational Park, dozens of ncw specics
of hees, mosses and herbs, butterflies, frogs, fresh water prawns, snakes, and entirely
new species ofmammals were found since 1991. ooThis field station alone hasmore frogs
and snake species ttrsn ln alt of Europe" said research station director Stephan Wulf;fraat,
s" conservation biologist with World Wildlife Fund.
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The 'ns'stainable destnrction of the worlds Eopical rainforests will pnove disastrous to

varuable ecosystcms required by plant **-*^itiE', anirn'ls and people who depcnd

upon the viability and *o*1" ilnunt* ori"tu"t smtershcds, fisheries and sustainable

resorr€€ harvest''rg. To put i ti -tiv, this idea tbat somehow s'stainable Palm oil can be

prod'ced is an erro/neo's one. AIr of the worlds palm oil cgn or could be corrsumed by

china. If you .o*"rror" find and take away the srnnll amount of "sr*tainable oil" the

unsustainabrv pJfu oil will just nn the void and canccl out thc bcnefits'

The solutbnrwhy does Hawaii necd unknewrr mninland componies Qf'e Earth and

now Impsrium)) *ith no track records for pnjccts of this *3, with undisclosed or secret

financial backers, subsid.ized by the state to ptoa.t".-quantities of Bio Diesel ufiich are

rmsr:.stainsble thru local prod;ion and wtrictt will always be de'pendcnt upon foreign oil

imports? I bcliwc it far bettsr to invcst in otu local Hnwaii Pacific Bio diesel company

and with Hawaii farmers wbo have proven accoumability- We should invest this $59

million into putting our ov.,n ag f*hs into bio fuel oil seed crops. Invest in rcsoarch and

in identifvrng the *st sustalnal'te oil s€ed crops forlocsllarvest and production. Invest

in the local commgnity and keep the wealth for oru Island and Statc by not sending

monies offshore p"rp.tr*i"g environmentally destnrctive p8!rn oil prodrrction. For

enample, 600 *oit .nr were lost and unemployed on Oahu when Del Monte closed down-

This was] B lost oppornrnity when 500 expcriencod and trained agricultur.e workers could

have been put ro r*tk producing sustainnble organically produced agricultual prodrcts'

Orrr problern is thst there is little or no curent ongolng Hawaii based bio firel research

and crop snrdies r:ndcrway in the field of Bio firel seed crop prodr'wtion.

Thetime has come forHawaiito conbl it's destiny and notbe atthe mercy of foreign

oil imports and mainland corporations ufio coms to Maui/Hawaii with their hands out

looking for us to give thern the moncy. I-en us invest in ourselvcs.
For more info;
www.B-iqdiesel.orq
www - rai n fcr re stJve b .SlJg
tnnr,rrr.WWF.or?

),ty'ww.mongsbsy.com
WUIW.d.is-co,yery.com

l-ance Holter is the chair of Hawaii Sierra Club Maui Group and lives tn Paia"
Tele 808-579-9Mz


