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Aloha Honorable RePresentatives:

The Maui Tomorrow Bosrd of Directors, by unanimous voter strongly

oppose t{B 1912, to lssue special revenue bonds for constructing I huge

biodiesel relinery on IVIaui'

Many Mauians have researched the BlueEarth Maui Biodiesev Maui Electric

Company (NGCo) proposal since it was frst announced less than two months

ago. By the time *" u*g* to understand how bad the proposal really is,

l.-'gislalon hsd already Eato"t"d initial approvals'

we ask you to please reconsider those early approvals, and to hold off any

further consideration unril dozens of questio* t levant to a project of this

scale can be effectivelY answered'

The project would initially import patm oil to produce 40 million gallons of

biofuel by 200g, and r2lmillion gellons by 201l. But, palT oil production in

Malaysia Borneo, Indonesiq rrt4ru"d, ani elsewhere has been one of the

great ecological disasters of our tirne'

More than 60 million acres of biodiverse rainforest has been slashed and

burned to make way ror p"r* oil plantations. Habitat continues to shrink,

endangering orangutans, the Asian elephant, Srlmatran tiger and rhinoceros'

and dozens of other creatures. Tens of tho,rsands of hectares more of rainforest

and its inhabitants may succumb to continuing worldwide Pressures'

particularly from china, to substinrtl paim oil-biodiesel for petroleum diesel'
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However,

A German urility c,omPany rec-entty .scrap?{ 
pl* to conv ett apower plant

.o run on biodiesel after questioi- p".Jteing able to secure enouglr palm

oir from o.sustainabre,, ,o,ir""r. A similar ventt'e from a Dutch company

also resulted io 
"i*aoning 

any use of palm oil-

BlueEarth recently stated that they would pF": obtaining soybean and

canora o1s if ..sustain"br;;otqoil 
"u*totu" 

obtained' This equation puts a

h,rge prsssure on worrao,lal 
"grirrrlt 

r*t practicer to pit plod}ction for food

against that of 
"re"ti, 

g"rroution or *ttrp"rtatio.n fuels' It also seryes to

irustrate that the prin"ipres of this pr;d'J j*t don't know what their

*o.rr", would be, or what it maY cost'

The huge scare of the proEgsd ,:pd actuaily barrn, rather than encourage

rocar biofuel crop p*du.lloru which could nev€r compete with oil prices

puchas"d fr; io,rnt ies wirh ,rr"rpiJor. Addition"tty, the omount of

rands necessary to produce such a hlge amotutt of feedito"tt exceeds the

availsble acreage on Maui'

Is the goal to refine enoug[ biodiesel to supply tlEco's ProPosed 110

megawatt gen"*tiorrt""if;ty ", 
grtrl? Th; 

-rnmco 
powgr generating

facilities uscd only zz niiiion gau""- oiai"rel tuel in all oizoos' Building a

refinery capable orp*t"G i"*rvJo *irHon in excess of that amount

raises serious qu"rtioos, in"riaiog J"p""tty issues for Katrului flarbor'

rhe bill, as it is writteru also contain' i:'trg*il3; *'n:"i"1".fi:t
*:iJh:.!'*ffiff rlJiry"nfii"""J trfu ror use as a renewabre

F - - -r.-Lt^ ^iIc l'"tn t'tindiesel."

;TilH, iffiTi'iliil#ffi;" " r ;#rb I e o i I s into b i odi e ser'"
!^Jr^<.al -afinino nrogess! ThisThis is an

*t?h ,?i"$fatiseBrly lntrlcalron ur'lt *rtrv' - 
les that everything will be OK.

reuliy being Proposed" not just Promrs

why w's BlueEarth Biodiesel selected, with no trask record in Hawaii' if

anywheref Shouldn't nrei p,rrrt *e-sjrequit" pI??:. procurement Procgs-s and

hrbtic utility commission r!'prgvd? D; u"ilii"i a refinery on the Maui

waena generation site ,o""t tt 
" 

iot"nt and the condltions imposed by the

Land use condition? should a refinery be located rig,ht next to a generation

facility, in case of an accident?
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There are claims of benefits to Maui's economy in building and operatilq

this facility. But, the BlueEarth website states that the contractors would be

mainland companies, and profits would leave the island while a few locals

worked to build and operate a non-sustainable mega-refinery-

\il/e should be very cautious of sonfusing 'tenewablen' energy sounees with
..sustainabld' pnodrrtion. Msui would do much better to follow a path of

small scale efforts for local ener5f generation and conservation, and to use

iiq"ii nr"fr for transportation n*as, not fueting electrical plants. While

limited local biofuel crop pr"a""tion may be beneficial, use of agricultural

tands to offset food imports is a more vital need.

please resist the temptation to act with haste to fulfill a request that has the

gliry selling point of reducing fossil fuel consumption and emissions' The

fiot"ntial trJe-offs appear to be far too geat. Please act with caution to

assure we hav, *p"ri'fi, answers to aU tlie vital questions befors giving the

go-ahead to such a large, ill-conceived venfitre.

Mahalo for your consideration of our conserns'

Lance Holter
Board Member ,4"hcy'.
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