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Testimony in Opposition of 581718, HDl

My rurne is George Massengale and I am member of the tlawaii Audubon Society (HAS) aad

during session I serve as the legislative Analyst for the Society. Thank you for the opportunity to

zubmit our testimony, on SB 1718, HDl, relating to the issuance of special purpose revenue

bonds for elecrical generation on the Island of Maui. We support the intent of legislation that

fosters biofirels as an alternative fuel source. However, we are somewhat troubled as to the lack

of fiansparency with respeu to the details otthis ventare aad the need for a biodiesel "mega-

refinery" in Maui.

The Ha\ryaii Audubon SocietSr was founded in 1939, and has over 1,800 members statewide. The

Society's prirnary mission is the protection of llawaii's wildlife and habitats. The Society

supports efforts that result in better manageme,nt our state's land and habitat resources especially

when proposed projeots could potentiaily threaten our native planG, birds, animals, watersheds

and ecosystems.

In addition to the tcansparency issue we are.e*remely uneasyby tJ.e fant fhe BlueEarth Maui is

uacertain about the amount ofpalm oit that would need to be imported on a yearly basis. Therc is

big difference from 40 million and 12o million gallons. From our research we fu ftnow that

palm oil has an inreasingly destructive impecl or rainforests and crutures livf;l'g ia them.

Also, the globul demand.for palm oil has pressed some countries to produce il by denading

rcinforesrs. This has occurred in botfr Indonesia, and Malaysi4 \,yhere vast areas of rainforest

have been cut down to make room for palm plantations supplying the ever-increasing demand for
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palm oil. z{ lisusfrous result is that orangutans as well as nanber of bird qtecies ane aow

laciag exlinatioa due u lass of habitet

we also understand that BlueEarth and its partner, Hawaiiaa Electric have committed to
irnporting only pnlm bil produced on agricultural land that invotves no destruction ofrainforests,
we sincerely hope that this will be the case. However we have no detailed iaformation on how
this will be accompli shed.

For t]rc Hawaii Audubon Society, there are just too ruany unanswered qucstions for us to support
581718, HDl ' at this time. LVe helieve that action on 587718 should be deferred until sach
timc that BlaeEarth IWaui can provide the legislature with additional ilaails rcgarding this
ventutc,

Thank you for allowing me to testi$ here today.

Sinoerely,

,4W
George S. Massengale, JD
Legislatiye Analyst


