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rms’ Mayor’s Kahoolawe Stand
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Co-Complainant With Life Of Land

Mayor Elmer F. Craval-
ho believes his position as co-
complainant in a suit brought
to stop Navy use of Kahoola-
we as a bombing target is just
a reaffirmation of a position
he has held for a long time.

"I don’t see how I could
have refused to sign a legiti-
mate complaint in-light of my
past- position and in light of
the County. Council's support
of this stand.” the Mayor em-
phasized Thursday—lhe day
the suit was hlod in Honolu-
Ju:

The other complzlinnnt in
the suit is Life of the Land.
The suit was filed in Federal
Court by Honolulu Attorney
~Thomas M. Pico, Jr., and Maui
Attorney Michael Cleveland.

The suit names Secretary
of Defense Melvin Laird,
Secretary of the Navy John
Chafee and ‘Rear Admiral

Thomas B. Hayward as de-
fendants. Hayward is com..
mandant of the 14th Naval
District and commander of
the Hawaiian Sea Frontier.

It charges that the use
of Kahoolawe as a bombing
target by the Navy is a vio-
lation of the National*En.
vironmental Policy Act of
1969 becaise no “environ-
mental” impact’ statement

has been filed, and seeks an

mwnchon to halt the bomb‘
-ing on this basls.

~An* “environmental xmpact
statement is. required by- the-‘\

act when a*Federal" agency
“iindertakes aétion” which-mha

s:gnlfmantly affect the en-

wronment

Pico, Cleveland and Llfe or._,

the Land President Tony Hodg:
es visited. Kahoolawe™ Wednes-
day with. the cooperatlon of
. the Navy.".

Life of the Land rcpresent
atives said this trip confirm-
ed ‘“suspicions’ which the or-
ganization held. These were:

“1—The island is-an ecologi-
cal catastrophe in progress.

2—The goat- population has

“bombing).

- came. involved in the sui

Tt would be hypocnhc .

not been held in sufficient
check to prevent denudation
of landscape.

3—Erosion. of top soil con-
tinues.unchecked. .

4—Soil from this ‘erosion
pollutes surrounding waters.
5—Efforts of both the Na-
vy and Hawaii to prevent this
erosion has been ‘“close . to-
non-existent.” .
6—The Navy is responsible
for the deStruction to-the is-
Lmd through acts -of both
“omission and commission”
(not. instituting = soil conser-
vation measures and direct

7—There are substantial
areas of the island which, if
restored through  revegeta-
tion, could - be used for rec-
reation.

Cravalho’s position in the.
suit is that bombing of the
desolate island may be haz.
ardous to residents of Ma-
ui. An’ incident  is .outlined

., where a bomb was found—in

September 1969—on land -
leased by Maui- Fac'ors, of

which Cravatho: |s a ma|or :

stockholder.
In the. interview: Thurs-:"
day, Cravalho saud He "be- .

" only- because - Life "of . the

- Land had‘asked him td sign -

the * complam? “and + he‘feli

: “Wé‘, should “not accept; : at

face “value;. the tat
ments. regarding Kahoolawe,”
the Mayor added. i

"Admiral ;. Hayward outlmed
the Navy's position -during a.
speech to the Rotary Club of .
- Maui the last part. of May.

At that time Hayward stat-
ed Kahoolawe is vital to the
training needs of the Navy

and that it is irreplaceable.

He indicated that the Navy's
position in Hawaii and the se-
curity ~of the entire Pacific
area might be adversely -af-
fected if the Navy was forc-

" —Sendtor -Daniel -

- -the - past,

the. Navy state-.

ed to give up the'island.

A similar posture was ex- . -

pressed by Chafee- during: a
recent visit to Hawaii.

Mayor Cravalho, “however, ,' o

feels that this is not really :

the case. He said he will-con-""".."

tinue~ to seek the return of
the island to the County. :

He added that the County""

administration is in close con- -
tact with two of Hawaii's Con-,
gressional representanves :

and Representahve Patsy T:
Mink—who are seeking chang-
es’in the use of the island. - -

Inouye has introduced leg-.

islation seeking to prevent .
Navy bombing.and Mrs. Mink
has proposed - that Kahoola-
we be turned into a national
park. e
The County supports bo!h'
of these proposals Craval~'
hosaid. - .

The Mayor’ descnbed the -
‘Navy's " aftitude. -as "arro- -

gant”, adding: “It has com: ... -

pletely lgnored the: County
‘ . they- |usf fell us when
fhey are going to bomb.” "~
", The Navy has ‘made no ef
Jfort to* discuss: fhe |ssue of

“The: Maydr g re-emphasnzed‘

-a pomt which* he has ‘made in" "

saymg " that “the-" -

“County:.is’ not -asking:. for an".’
7 -"exther-or “type of thing. -

Cravalho explained - that he-
beheves
oth-the Navy and _the (,oumy
to use the island."

“Certainly we lCounty; can
contemp!ate joint use,” ie
fsaid.

~{ The County's lnterest in the

island involves . mostly - rec-
reational - activities . .at  the
moment, he indicated.

When asked how far he
‘thinks = the - suit against ' the
Navy will be carried, Craval-

ho said, I believe the suit
will be “carried some dls-'
tance.”

-The Mayor said the County
is* ‘not contemplating legal
action of-its own-at the mo--
ment. '

Inouye » .

.15 possible . for - )




