
${}]r|E 20 lrllttlfiil AlilffiffiAll$ turned out for events on the first tarth Dag0roup tllorls
April 22, 1970. $ince then the celebration has seen $orne ups and downs, but it
remains an opportunity to reflect on how we're caring for our planet. Ihe
decisions that are being made now uill affoct our lives for generations to 80tn8.
Instead of waiting until it's convenient, or imperative, that He act, the timeto
take action i$ 11gu, while the envhonment is not beyond repair.Ihe deci$iont0
get invohed can be a personal one, with changes in our individuallifgstyles:
buying products tlrat are environmentally friertdly' recycling, boycotting
companies uhose enYironmental recolds arc especially egregious. 0r it can h at
the ballot box.

0vef fte past desade in }|awatl, the enYironmental eommun'lty has emeryedr
as he fastest-growingvoting block. With increasing sophistication and
organLaton, people who eare about the environment haYe garnered numerous
electonal victories.

In 1988 cifizens Yoted by a 2-to{ nraPgin in favor of saving the $andy

$teve }|olmes.
The $iena Club, the Coalition of Conservation \|oters and the $andy Beach

Coalition have ingeased their participation in the electoral process. Iheir

endorsements carry more weight svery ysar'

flbservers report that ||ike }{ilson's appointment as chairman of the Board

of Land and llatrrral Resources and Gary Gill's appointment as director of the

0ffice of [nvironmental fluality Control are directly attributable to the

involyement of environmentalists in the 1994 gubernatorial racg.

As these yictories indicate, the powet of the enYironmentalmovement has

$eadily inryeased over mcent years. But many locals haw long been actfue in

the fight to protect the lslands from enyirunmental degradation. In recognition

of their efforts, tlonotuta tleektyher1" offers insights into a few of the most

influential enyironmental groups in the state. Ihe list is by no rnsalts

comprehensive; single-issue organizations have been omitted as well as various

smaller organintions. T{e hope you'll do yortr ovnrt inve$igating if you're

interested in groups not profiled he;'s, 0r, better yet, start yg1lt' gw11.
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Beach coastline fiom dwelopment. ' *::H:trf.iSJ:33:?:n:i'JI3'
In 1$0 uit polls demonstrated that voters concerned about the , incluied ronv f{g1,_Bob Durant,

enuironment made the crucial difference in the race betueen l)anielAkaka and ::n"}f A:foki' 
PhilEstermann and

Pat $aikifor the U.$. $enate. In that $anre year developer-backed Crty ,ff:3::lt TiX?1|U$Hli'[*u*
Councilman Dayid |(ahanu was upset by political neophyte and $ierra Club astivi$t 
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t

Founded by a group of houservives in
1970 (the same year as the 6rst Earth
Day) to voice concems about sewap off
Waikiki, Life of the Land has becorne syn'
onynous with environmental activism in
Hawaii. TheWaikiki s€wage ruckus got
frront-page coverage in the Wall Street

Joumal and forced the Ciry and Counr,v of
Honolulu to build the first sewage system
in the state, reversing a long-standing tra-
dition of dumping raw selvage into the
Pacific's seemlng infi nirY.

In its heyday during the 1970s, LOL
was responsible for many of Hawaii's
e4rly environmental, zoning and planning
lawi and regulations. LOLs troop fought
to e*ablish the Neighborhood Board sys-
tem on Oahu, to end the bombing of
ffiihlawe, to siop the mining of

Curtis, -13, rvho during his 1'ear'long
tenure has built the LOL membership list

brck up to 2.000 from a ferv hundred'
Cunent issues bird-dogcd bY LOL
include the fate of the Kn hvi {Sandi'
Beach to Nlakirpuu) coastlittc, lmP.lcls o[

the proposed Eu'rt i\larina, thc Llhi Lani

developmcnt rrn thc North Shorc' expsn-

sion oiairPorts. Ko Olin:l pubh'r- bcuh
ilcccss. public tr.ril ilcccss. thc cxpkrsion
in microtvave lr;tnsmission sile; and prc-

scrving :rrrd divcrsi ['ing :rgrtculturc'
Curtis makcs a print of ncnvorking rvith

othcr environmcntitl grouf; ;rt birvcekly
mcctines of the F-nvironmcntll Lcgislctivc

Nenvork. He is fond of shorving up at thc

meelings of obscure buvtrnmcnl agcncics'
thingrs like the Offrcc of Stlte Planning's
confib on thc futurc of Barbcrs Point and

thc slltc'-s r\tri- Busi ncss Dcvclopment
Corp. mcctings, rvhcre, vcry quictly.
burclucrats are planning state policv on
possible uses for former sugar Plantation
lands.

For more information call the LOL offrcc
at 5r3-3454.


