Fifteen Mothers on

By Kathy Gautier

Star-Bulletin Writer

A mothers’ group with
15 members and no name
has taken up the ecology
crusade in Honolulu.

The group, composed
mostly of young, hip
women with small chil-
dren, is attacking people
pollution, water pollution,
air pollution, and any-
thing else that needs
fighting in the ecology
sphere.

They will present their
current battles, for popu-
lation control, sewage
disposal, and mass trans-
it, in an exhibit at Ala
Moana Shopping Center
Monday and Tuesday.

The mothers have no
leader, no by-laws, no
charter.

“We fry to keep it
free,” explained Mrs.
Tony Hodges one of the
original members and
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one of three interviewed
at the Foundry while
they prepared their ex-
hibit. Actually the group
is so free it declines even
to talk about “mem-
bers.”

MRS. HODGES SAID

that anyone is eligible to .

join who has a sense of ur-
gency about the ecology
movement and wants to
work for ecological im-
provement without being

bound by organizational
restrictions.

“We felt that so many
organizations exist and
have taken stands al-
ready that it would be
more interesting to be a
non-organization,” she
said. It has become very
difficult for an individual
to speak out on topical is-
sues, Mrs. Hodges said,
without being labeled a
spokesman for this or
that organization.

THE GROUP was
formed after the Ecology
Circus at Honolulu Inter-
national Center in Janu-
ary had aroused consid-
erable public inferest in
Hawaii’s ecological prob-
lems. The Ecology Circus
was sponsored by the
University of Hawaii dur-
ing its winter mid-semes-
ter break, and coordinat-
ed by Mrs. Hodges’ hus-
band. :
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“The group was started
in February,” Mrs.
Hodges said, “when about
a dozen mothers with
young children decided
we were tired of sitting
around talking about all
these problems and not
doing anything about
them. The Ecology Circus
was fine, but we didn’t
want the interest it stimu-

' latgd to die.”

The group’s first effort
was an almost heady sue-
cess—the distribution of
anti-water pollution fliers
entitled dramatically (and
graphically), “You Swim
In Your Sewage.”

The mothers made
newspapers all over the
country when they pass-
ed out their fliers om
Waikiki beaches from

Turn to Page F4, Col. 1

Three mothers, from left, Benni Hodges, Peggy Hopper and Stephanie Morrison finish ecological posters.
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