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U'S' must rethink drug policy and take a different approach toward nonproblem users.

ow is actor Robert
Downey Jr.'s prob-
lem with drug ibuse
any different than
Betty Ford's prob-
lem with alcohol
abuse? Why is it
appropriate to send
Robert Downey Jr.
to jail but send Betty
Ford to treatment?
Shouldn,t dnrg users

who cause harm to others raise difierenf oues,
tions,. and answers, than users snch as Doiley

education" controlled rqulation of the market,
treatment ud societal rcerre. I.et's hce it, to-
bacco is a liller and is i least as aAdictivC ai co-
caine, Bu-t virtually eycrTone agrees that we
woutd onry be compounding our problems by
matdng.tobeo itlesat

If.yg di9 prohib-it to-bacco, we immediately
would begia b receira tbe same resulb we harre
obtained witb our drug prohibition laws: in-
creased crime from arf,fiiidlv orDensive cica-
rettes; the sbooting of police bncirs and inio
cent by$odcrs by'tobuo deders;" and more
comlption of our people, public offcials and gov-
emments rwldwide because of the inf,ux of to
bacco mry aod incrced tobacco .uUiog *a
because of the quick and obscene profits to be
made bysclfingil

-Acconpaying these are the decreased health
9f people @hng becarsa of the absence of in-
brmation $out tbe quafty aad strencth of cim-
reteg a hr of civil liberdes unmarcnea by aiv-
tldng in qrr Beion's tri$ory and increased-taxjs
to pay for dl of thesc $iere but unnecessary
probleme

. Why.laqe we- experienced all of these prob-
Iems with dnrgs? Because there has been a com-
plete collagrc of the ruh of law with regard to
tle manrGchrre, sale, Fansfer, use and iosse*
sion -of these sometimes dangerous and 

-addict-

PS drug&.At least wi6 alcotiol, we have things
u(e |lceB3in& age rertrictions and qudity con-
tsot fud thc sales are tued. But thbre arrc ab-
plutcb o9 conbob with rcgard to dnrgs. Wrv?
Becase fuhd is reguhted by the govlrnmeng
and the ottcr rhugs arc controlled by the mob.
_ Uke Atohol Pmhibition before ii our taws of
Drug Prrohibition may nrnd good fiom a moral
$aqqpofoq but they shply d-on't work Yle are
unabh^b rcaeal the hr of suppty and demand.
Once Ahohol hohibition wai-ripealed, cf,ime
we-nt dorl in our country by 60-perceit after
only orc year, and it condnuid to'decline each
year thertder until thc beginning of World War
tr f"d pF$cmr with rqrl b dmrption, cont-
aioated adtub dtr'ed loss of iespdct tor
ttc lar wrc decreascd macrialh. as we["

Indea4lct's go witb rtraworici
. In Junc of 1994, thc RAND Corporation re
hascd e-rfody that sd rt{ wc get'seven times
more vrhr for orr ta rnoney by-dnrgtrertrnent
progrsmt than by the incirclration of even
-heavy urcrr-of dfuge So lcfs get the nonprob
Icm urcn, lilcc Ford rnd Dowuey, out oi the
cdnindirdcc cydlo ud bcus our scarce re

nf nopoaffon 36 prcgrams and dmg
corut+ m tbc pmblcn urcre

The- cdminrl oftudcrs can bc seotenced to
rhort pcrioda of incarceration In order to get
tbeirancUhn, and tha oombine frat wi6r cou-*-
mandatc4 strictly-eoforccd dnrg treaunent.
Those ofic"den w-ho arc viohnt, frmish drues

to children or do not take their recovery serious
ly can be removed from society by pu-tting and
keeping them in prison

.. This program would reduce materially death,
otsease, crime, ta<es, drug usage and access of
these _drugs to childrm. Why not go with what
works? And in the meantimi, whaiif we based
prison wardens'promotions and bonuses on
their ability to reduce the recidivism rates of in-
mates who have been released back into society
from trJeir orstody? Do you think the wardens
immediately would imple-

,ment drug-treatment
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who do not harm anyone but themsehes?
- TVhy don't we mdre distinctions between oeo

p_!e who use drugs and people who abusethlm?
We automatically conclude that everyone who
uses marijuana, for example, needs drug Feat-
ment. I agree that marijuana can havJ some
harmful effects on the user, but, obviously. so
clq alcohol I drink a glass of wine aknost Jvery
n!g[ with rlinner. Doei that mesn that I need ai
dcoholtreatment program?
..$th.gut making dlowances for any of these
drsEoctions, we have attempted to incarcerate
our way out of our drug-use problems. That re
Finds me of the old saying, tf a[ you have ie a
hammer, everything you sei looks fke a nail;

As a result of the incarceration approach, our
nation's jails and prisons are overcrowded se
lerely,leading the world with Z million inmaies"
tslrt Sovernment statistics show that we harre 20
million-people in our counFy who regularty use
ilicit drugs. So even if we-felt that-prison for
these other people was a good idea *tieri wouid
we putthem?

Based on my experience ag a former federal
prosecutor in Los Angeles, a former criminat de
frnse afforney as a NayyJAG and a trialiudce in
Orange County since 1983, I an convinled-that
we must rethink our nation,s dng policy conr
pletely. TVe clearly trave onlylimited'resorici o
BpenE and we should frcug those on what will
?chraly rcduce deatlr, crime dis€ase ad ess
by children to these daqgerour drug&

The best wcy to accomptsh thoic soal! lr to
use-the criminal justice rystem in [he way it
Ioqs the best by holding people accounabte
for their conduct We are doing that fiirlv suc.
cessfrrlly today with regard to problem alcohol
usem, and there ic no reas)n wliry wc should not
adopt the 3ane apprlach to addreu p.[tlrn
usere of qther mingalteting and sometimer s&
dictinS drug& lhe problem uscrs will nnO neir
yay into oqr c{minrl iudicc ry$em by their con.
ft4.++tlotean be jailed, imprisoncd ald co
croed int dng heahent, as aDroDristc.

That would le*r the needs oi tlti nonproblem
uscrs, likc Doqncy, to be mct in the s,ime-way
wie erc addrcssinS thc users of tobacco, which ii

programs in their
prisons? Now that
mightwork
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